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conferences in Switzerland, But to one or other group—apart
from the genuine pacifists who were valuable but often embarrass-
ing allies—there began to adhere more or less closely all the
political individualists of the Left, anarchists., social revolution-
aries* and the like* the class-conscious—in the Marxian sense
—among the workers, the humanitarians, and the humanists,
and in ever-increasing numbers the disillusioned, the discontented,
and the desperate. As befitted their names, the Spartacists were
the more violent, but the less numerous. The Independents were
led by the ablest of the pre-war leaders, and sought on the whole
to form a sort of constitutional anti-war opposition in circum-
stances which really did not allow any such thing to function
usefully, while awaiting what they believed would come, the
revolutionary moment. They were defeatists in the negative
sense that they believed that complete victory was not only
impossible, but was undesirable, and so they were positive enough
in the sense that they propagandised vigorously against the
continuance of the war and "imperialist aims," engaged—a sad
precedent but an unavoidable development—in bitter polemic
with their late colleagues, now the Majority Socialist party,
and got into serious trouble with the government for carrying
their propaganda into the front line and into the fleet. The
Spartacists simply went one better in every way, because they had
gripped the elementary truth that if an anti-war propaganda in
war-time does not end in the overthrow of the government it
will end in the shooting of the propagandists. They were the
first to try to organize strikes, to stir up mutiny, and to commit
sabotage, and in general to justify the government in holding
them to be public enemies, and so successfully that Karl Lieb-
knecht, who had founded the League with Rosa Luxemburg,
a woman of almost heroic stature and one of the ablest as well
as the most courageous of the genuine revolutionaries in Europe,
found himself in gaoL
But both parties were numerically weak. If the intellectual
leaders gradually went over to the rebels, the trade unionists and
the vast majority of the party members stayed true to the party
leaders, who did not disdian to accept as a compliment the odious

